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�  From	Nyanza	Chemical	and	
Dye	in	Ashland	

�  Listed	on	the	National	
Priorities	List	1983;	cleanup	
began	1987	

�  Mercury	contamination	to	
Sudbury	River	sediments;	
remediation	proposed	sand	
capping	on	Framingham	
Reservoirs	or	natural	
attenuation	–	opted	for	
natural	attenuation.		

�  National	Resources	Damage	
Assessment	and	Restoration	
Fund	funded	restoration	
projects	along	all	3	rivers 			
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�  Sudbury	River	
�  Heaviest	coverage	
�  Managed	in	Concord,	

Lincoln,	Wayland	areas	by	
US	F&W	and	towns	
(harvester/hand-pulling)	

�  Management	starting	in	
Framingham	

�  Concord	River		
�  Heavy	infestation	in	Billerica	

impoundment	&	some	
downstream		

�  No	management		
�  Assabet	River	

�  Smaller	areas	
�  Managed	by	hand-pulling	
�  Fourth	year	of	OARS’	Rapid	

Response	team	
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� Mapping	all	3	mainstem	
rivers	(summer	2106	will	
be	3rd	time)	

�  Find	emerging	
populations	&	track	
progress	managing	

�  Guide	Rapid	Response	
team	pulling	on	the	
Assabet	
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� Water	chestnut	
�  Somewhat	eutrophied	
�  Dams	
�  Diadromous	fish	passage	
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�  One	of	the	12	projects	
funded	by	Nyanza	
Restoration	fund	

�  Focus:	Alewife,	American	
Shad,	Blueback	herring,	
American	eel,	Sea	lamprey	

�  Mass	Marine	Fisheries,	
NOAA,	US	F&W,	Mass	
DEP	
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�  Fish	passage	at	Talbot	
Mills	Dam	would	open	
access	to	
�  	35	miles	(740	acres)	of	

mainstem	rivers			
�  100	miles	of	tributaries			
�  260	acres	of	lakes	and	

ponds	
�  But…	monitoring	at	the	
Centennial	Island	dam	
this	spring	didn’t	find	
any	herring	headed	up	
stream.		

Alewife 
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Breeding populations 
of native Eastern Brook Trout 



43 Photo: J. Sklenak 
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Top of acceptable range 25 °c  

Lethal for BND 29 °c  

Top of ideal range 20 °c  
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Darn!	
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Cranberry Brook 

Trout Brook 

Downstream sections “good” to “excellent”  
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www.oars3rivers.org	 Upcoming	OARS	
events:	
	
Annual	Meeting	
with	“Canoes”	
presentation:	
June	12th	at	7pm	
	
Riverfest	Events:	
June	17th			
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Comments?	Questions?	
Tasty	mosquitoes?	

Inquisitive Brown Trout  




