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AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE WEST AND SOUTH WATER SUPPLY Chap.326
DISTRICT OF ACTON AND TO PROVIDE FOR SUPPLYING SAID

DISTRICT WITH WATER.
Be it enacted, ete., as jollows:

SectioN 1. The inhabitants of the westerly and south- The West and
erly part of the town of Acton, liable to taxation in that Soumly Die
town and residing within the territory enclosed by the fol- (5 of Acton
lowing boundary lines, to wit: — Beginning at a stone mon-
ument, said monument marking the corner of the towns of
Littleton, Boxborough and Acton; thence south twenty-six
degrees fifty-eight minutes west, on the boundary line be-
tween Boxborough and Acton, about fourteen thousand
eight hundred and fifty-five feet to a stone monument mark-

g the corner of the towns of Boxborough, Stow and Acton;
thence south sixty-two degrees one minute east on the
boundary line between Stow and Acton, ten thousand four
hundred and fifty-six feet to a stone monument marking the
corner of the towns of Stow, Maynard and Acton; thence
south sixty-one degrees fifty-seven minutes east on the
boundary line between Maynard and Acton about three
thousand and forty-eight feet to a stone monument on said
!)oumlary line and on the westerly side of the highway lead-
ing from South Acton to Maynard, known as Maynard street;
thence north fifty-six degrees fifteen minutes east about
five thousand nine hundred and eighty-four feet to a stone
monument on the highway leading from the Edwin Barker
place, so-called, to the Old Stow road, now known as the
Sudbury road, said monument being near the point where
said Sudbury road crosses the Fitchburg division of the
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Boston and Maine Railroad, known as Parker’s crossing;
thence north thirty degrees forty-five minutes west about
eighteen thousand eight hundred and fifty feet to the bound
first mentioned, — shall constitute a water supply district,
and are hereby made a body corporate by the name of the
West and South Water Supply District of Acton, for the
purpose of supplying themselves with water for the extin-
guishment of fires and for domestic and other purposes, with
power to establish fountains and hydrants, and to relocate
and discontinue the same, to regulate the use of such water
and to fix and collect rates to be paid therefor, and to take,
or acquire by lease, purchase or otherwise, and to hold
property, lands, rights of way and other easements for the
purposes mentioned in this act, and to prosecute and defend
all actions relating to the property and affairs of the district.
SectioN 2. Said water supply district, for the purposes
aforesaid, may take, or acquire by purchase or otherwise,
and hold, the waters of any pond or stream or of any ground
sources of supply by means of driven, artesian or other wells
within the town of Acton or in the town of Boxborough, and
the water rights connected with any such water sources.
Said district may also take, or acquire by purchase or other-
wise, and hold, all lands, rights of way and other easements
necessary for collecting, storing, holding, purifying and pre-
serving the purity of the water and for conveying the same
to any part of said district: provided, however, that no source
of water supply and no lands necessary for preserving the
quality of the water, shall be taken or used without first
obtaining the advice and approval of the state board of
health, and that the location of all dams, reservoirs and wells
to be used as sources of water supply under this act shall be
subject to the approval of said board. Said district may
construct on the lands acquired and held under the provisions
of this act, proper dams, reservoirs, standpipes, tanks, build-
ings, fixtures and other structures, and may make excava-
tions, procure and operate machinery and provide such
other means and appliances, and do such other things as
may be necessary for the establishment and maintenance
of complete and effective water works; and for that pur-
pose may construct wells and reservoirs and establish pump-
ing works, and may construct, lay and maintain aqueducts,
conduits, pipes and other works under or over any land,
water courses, railroads, railways and public or other ways,
and along such ways in Acton and Boxborough, in such
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manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct the same; and for
the purpose of constructing, laying, maintaining, operating
and repairing such conduits, pipes and other works, and
for all proper purposes of this act, said district may dig up
or raise and embank any such lands, highways or other ways
in such manner as to cause the least hindrance to public
trvel on such ways in Acton and Boxborough; and all
things done upon any such way shall be subject to the direc-
tion of the selectmen of the towns of Acton and Boxborough,
respectively,

Seeriox 3. Said  water supply district shall, within Taking of
ninety days after the taking of any lands, water rights, water v~
sources, rights of way, or other easements under the provi-
sions of this act, file and cause to be recorded in the registry
of deeds for the county or district in which the same are
situated a description thereof sufficiently accurate for identi-
fication, with a statement of the purpose for which the same
were taken, signed by the water commissioners hereinafter
provided for. The title to all land taken, purchased or
acquired in any way under the provisions of this act shall
vest in said West and South Water Supply District of Acton,
and the land so acquired may be managed, improved and con-
tlplled by the board of water commissioners hereinafter pro-
vided for, in such manner as they shall deem for the best
interest of said district.

Sectiox 4. Said district shall pay all damages to prop- Damages.
erty sustained by any person or corporation by the taking
of any land, water, water source, water right, right of way, or
other easement, or by anything done by said district under
authority of this act. Any person or corporation sustaining
damages as aforesaid, and failing to agree with the district
as to the amount thereof, may have the same determined
in the manner provided by law in the case of land taken for
the laying out of highways, on application at any time within
two years after the taking of such land or other property or
the doing of Pthgl' injury under authority of this act; but
no such application shall be made after the expiration of
said two years; and no application for assessment of dam-
ages shall be made for the taking of any water, water right,
3' for any injury thereto, until the water is actually with-
rawn or diverted by the district under authority of this

act. Said district may by vote, from time to time, determine
what amount or quantity of water it proposes to take and
appropriate under this act; in which case any damages



Payment of
lown.

Certified copy

Ao A tax to
be ot 10 the
Assensofs, 000

Acts, 1912, — Cuar. 326.

caused by such taking shall be based upon such amount or

quantity until the same shall be increased by vote or other-

wise, and in that event said district shall be liable further

ot:ll\_v for the additional damage caused by such additional
ing.

SectioN 5. Said district, for the purpose of paying the
necessary expenses and liabilities incurred under the pro-
visions of this act, may issue from time to time bonds, notes
or scrip to an amount not exceeding one hundred thousand
dollars. Such bonds, notes or scrip shall bear on their face
the words, West and South Water Supply District of Acton
Water Loan; shall be payable at the expiration of periods
not exceeding thirty years from their respective dates of
issue; shall bear interest, payable semi-annually, at s
rate not exceeding four and one half per cent per annum;
and shall be signed by the treasurer of the district and
countersigned by the water commissioners hereinafter pro-
vided for. Said district may sell such securities at public
or private sale, upon such terms and conditions as it may
deem proper: provided, that they shall not be sold for less
than their par value. The town of Acton may, at its annual
town meeting or at a legal meeting called for the purpose,
guarantee the payment of such bonds, notes or scrip.

Secrion 6. Said district shall, at the time of authorizing
said loan, provide for the payment thereof in such annual
proportionate payments, beginning not more than one
year after the first issue of the said securities, as will extinguish
the same within the time prescribed by this act; and when
a vote to that effect has been passed a sum which, with the
income derived from water rates, will be sufficient to pay
the annual expense of operating its water works and the
interest as it accrues on the securities issued as aforesaid
by said district, and to make such payments on the principal
as may be required under the provisions of this act, shall
without further vote be raised annually by taxation in the
manner hereinafter provided. )

Section 7. Whenever a tax is duly voted by said dis-
trict for the purposes of this act, the clerk shall send a cer-
tified copy of the vote to the assessors of the town of Acton,
who shall proceed within thirty days thereafter to assess
the same in the same manner in which town taxes are re-
quired by law to be assessed. The assessment shall be com-
mitted to the town collector, who shall collect said tax in the
manner provided by law for the collection of town taxes,
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and shall deposit the proceeds thereof with the district
treasurer for the use and benefit of said district. Said dis-
trict may collect interest on overdue taxes in the manner
in which interest is authorized to be collected on town taxes:
provided, that the district at the time of voting to raise the Provis.
tax shall so determine and shall also fix a time for payment

Sectiox 8. The first meeting of said district shall be First meeting.
called on petition of ten or more legal voters therein, by a
warrant from the selectmen of the town of Acton, or from
a justice of the peace, directed to one of the petitioners, re-
quiring him to give notice of the meeting by posting copies
of the warrant in two or more public places in the district
seven days at least before the time of the meeting. The said
justice of the peace, or one of the selectmen, shall preside
at the meeting until a clerk is chosen and sworn, and the
derk shall preside until a moderator is chosen. After the
choice of a moderator for the meeting the question of
the acceptance of this act shall be submitted to the
voters, and if it is accepted by a majority of the voters
present and voting thereon it shall take effect, and the
meeting may then proceed to act on the other articles con-
tained in the warrant.

SectioN 9. The West and South Water Supply District Water com-
of Acton shall, after the acceptance of this act as aforesaid, eeion, wrm,
elect by ballot three persons to hold office, one until the ex- **
piration of three years, one until the expiration of two years
and one until the expiration of one year from the next suc-
ceeding annual district meeting, to constitute a board of
:f‘:' commissioners; and at every annual meeting there-
th r one such commissioner shall be elected by ballot for
di:trt’:m of three years. All the anthority granted to said
for shil:)y this act, and not otherwise specifically provided
bl e be vested in said board of water commissioners, who

lat; subject lwyrever to such instructions, rules and

m tions as the district may by vote impose. Said com-

o;:’f?i"_“ appoint a treasurer of said district, who may

. such) “ir number, who shall give bonds to the district
aeoved l‘)n lltl:ount and with such sureties as may be ap-
missioner. o) COmmissioners. A majority of the com-
of bus; constitute a quorum for the transaction
usiness. Any vacancy occurring i id board from

any cause may b g1 ng in sai r

term by said var: ed for the remainder of the unexpired
¥ said water supply district at any legal meeting called
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for the purpose. No money shall be drawn from the district
treasury on account of the water works except upon a written
order of said commissioners or a majority of them.

Secrion 10, Said commissioners shall fix just and equi-
table prices and rates for the use of water, and shall pre-
scribe the time and manner of payment. The income
of the water works shall be applied to defraying all oper-
ating expenses, interest charges and payments on the prin-
cipal as they accrue upon any bonds, notes or scrip issued
under authority of this act. If there should be a net surplus
remaining after providing for the aforesaid charges, it may
be used for such new construction as the water commis-
sioners may determine upon, and in case a surplus should
remain after payment for such new construction the water
rates shall be reduced proportionately. No money shall be
expended in new construction by the water commissioners
except from the net surplus aforesaid, unless the district
appropriates and provides money therefor. Said commis-
sioners shall annually, and as often as the district may re-
quire, render a report upon the condition of the works under
their charge, and an account of their doings, including an
account of receipts and expenditures.

SecrioN 11. Said district may adopt by-laws prescrib-
ing by whom and how meetings may be called, notified and
conducted; and, upon the application of ten or more legal
voters in the district, meetings may also be called by war-
rant as provided in section eight. Said district may also
establish rules and regulations for the management of its
water works, not inconsistent with this act or with the laws
of the commonwealth, and may choose such other officers
not provided for in this act as it may deem necessary or
proper.

SectioN 12, Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts,
pollutes or diverts any water obtained or supplied under
this act, or wilfully or wantonly injures any reservoir, stand-
pipe, aqueduct, pipe or other property owned or used by
said district for the purposes of this act, shall forfeit and
pay to the district three times the amount of damages assessed
thercfor, to be recovered in an action of tort, and upon con-
viction of any of the above acts shall be punished by a fine
not exceeding one hundred dollars or by imprisonment in
jail for a term not exceeding six months.

SectioN 13, The inhabitants of the central part of the
town of Acton liable to taxation in that town and residing
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within the territory enclosed by the following boundary lines,
to wit: — Beginning at a stone monument marking the corner
of said towns of Littleton, Boxborough and Acton; thence
south seventy-five degrees east about twelve thousand eight
hundred and eighteen feet to a stone monument on the
northerly side of the Lowell road, so-called, between the
residences of Henrv H. Hawley, Jr., and Luther Conant;
thence south eleven degrees fifty minutes west about thirteen
thousand one hundred and ninety-five feet to a stone monu-
ment near the point where the Fitchburg division of the
Boston and Maine Railroad crosses the Sudbury Road, so-
called, being the northeasterly corner of the West and South
Water Supply District of Acton as described in this act;
thence north thirty degrees forty-five minutes west along
the northerly line of said West and South Water Supply
District of Acton about eighteen thousand eight hundred
and fifty feet to the place of beginning, — shall be added
to and become a part of the body corporate of the West
and South Water Supply District of Acton. The territory
hereby annexed to said district and the inhabitants resid-
ing therein shall have all the rights, powers, and privileges,
and be subject to all the liabilities and duties, pertaining to
said district according to the provisions of this act, except
;S hereinafter provided. Upon the acceptance of this act
y the voters of that part of the district described in this
section, as provided for in section fifteen of this act, the
;:t“" system shall, within a period of two years thereafter,
o extended into and the water be distributed therein, and
ancil'eupon that part of the district shall be bound to return
an :f:me which, for a period of ten years, will yiekl annually
n s m(:iunt equnl' to six per cent of the cost and expense
avent th:tr sustained in making such extension, and in the
Sumn fb such income proves insufficient therefor, then a
prhar (?t';nt to make up the deficit shall be added to the
the district e'lu';xx to be annually assessed upon that part of
separate scoo chtrcz}sur_er of said district shall keep a
curred in makim ath owing in deu}ll the cost and expense in-
dispute, di ﬂereng ¢ said extension, and in the event of any
of such cost 3“3' or question arising as to the amount
power and aut;: expense said commissioners shall have full
Secriox 14 onty to determine and fix the amount thereof.
act shall take cgcdlons one to twelve, inclusive, of this
vote of the :otet:ct'upfm their acceptance by a majority
of said district deseribed in section one,
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present and voting thereon at a district meeting called
in accordance with the provisions of section eight, within
two years after the passage of this act; but the said sec-
tions shall become void unless the said district shall begin
to distribute water to consumers within two years after
the date of the acceptance of said sections as aforesaid.
Timeof takine  SpceTioN 15, Section thirteen of this act shall take effect
tioa thirteen.  ypon its acceptance by a majority of the voters of that
part of the district described therein, present and voting
thereon at a district meeting called in accordance with the
provisions of section eight within two years after the accept-
ance of said sections one to twelve as provided in section
fourteen of this act. Approved March 27, 1912,









