Acton Citizens for Environmental Safety

Draft 12/08/02

Data should be verified with individual Town Boards of Health, as changes may have occurred since this review was drafted.


Table 6– Comparison of Irrigation Well Requirements (where specified)

Irrigation Well Requirements
Acton
Boxborough
Burlington
Carlisle
Charlton
Groton
Harvard
Lexington
Littleton
Lunenberg
Northbridge
Pepperell
Stow
Sudbury

Westford
State Recommended

Permit
X








X
X



X



Registration












X


X


WQ requirements same as for drinking water wells 
X



X





X






Coliform testing













X



Backflow protection device














X


No sillcock spigots













X

X


No connection with potable water supply









X



X
X


IPM Plan required













X



Setbacks
X






X





X


X




Use limited to irrigation
X












X



Deed restriction for irrigation only









X







Minimum depth
X













X




� Sudbury has a bylaw to “to establish requirements for the installation of inground irrigation systems on residential properties for the protection of the quality and quantity of water supplied by the Sudbury Water District.”


� Northbridge reserves the right to prohibit irrigation well use during a drought.


�  Westford:  “Drinking water wells that no longer provide adequate yield or water quality shall be registered with the Board of Health as irrigation-only wells or shall be abandoned”.  Pepperell’s BOH does not require a permit for irrigation use only, but does require that a “an application for an irrigation well MUST be submitted to this office.”  


� Sudbury allows “subsurface sprinkler heads which rise when activated by water pressure” only


� Underground sprinkler heads 25 feet from the septic system; and all underground sprinkler lines 10 feet from septic system.


� 50 feet from drinking water well.


� 10 feet from septic tank and 25 feet from soil absorption system.


� 100 feet from sewage disposal system, 100 feet from potable water supply well, 100 feet from wetland or vernal pool.





� Acton:  “The irrigation well shall be an artesian or bedrock well.”


� 100 feet
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