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Data should be verified with individual Town Boards of Health, as changes may have occurred since this review was drafted.


Table 5 – Comparison of Decommissioning/Destruction Requirements for Private Wells

Decommissioning/Well Destruction Requirements


Acton
Boxborough
Burlington
Carlisle
Charlton
Groton
Harvard
Lexington
Littleton
Lunenberg
Northbridge
Pepperell
Stow
Sudbury
Westford
State Recommended

Permit Required

X



X
X
X
X
X
X

X


X

Licensed well driller required


X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X


X

Removal of casing materials, pump equip., distribution lines, etc.

X
X


X


X
X

X



X

Sealed with non-hazardous, impervious materials (e.g. bentonite/concrete slurry)

X
X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X





Decommission record filed

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X


X

Depth of seal recorded







X



X





Quantity of sealing material used recorded


X








X



X

Use of explosives prohibited 











X





Excavation returned to grade

X



X
X

X
X


X




Surface seal


X

X












DEP Guidelines referenced










X

X

X


� Burlington, Charlton, Lexington, and Stow:  A well is abandoned/must be decommissioned if it meets one of six criteria including if it “has the potential for transmitting contaminants from the land surface into an aquifer or from one aquifer to another and the situation cannot be corrected.”


Pepperell:  Private well is considered abandoned if not in service for 1 year, or water is non-potable.  Also “In the event a property is connected to a public water supply, all wells found on the property will be considered abandoned, unless granted permission by the Pepperell Board of Health.”


� Both Burlington and Charlton have specific procedures and standards for sealing a decommissioned well that are in accordance with State recommendations, including requirement that final permeability of material is less than 1x10-7cm/sec.  Lexington also specifies a final permeability of 1x10-7cm/sec.


� For well destruction Lunenberg requires a registered well driller for artesian wells only.


� Stow additionally allows the well cap to be welded shut as a form of abandonment.
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