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Data should be verified with individual Town Boards of Health, as changes may have occurred since this review was drafted.


Table 4 – Comparison of BOH Private Well Requirements (Well Construction, etc.)

Private Well Requirements

(Well Construction, etc.)
Acton
Boxborough
Burlington
Carlisle
Charlton
Groton
Harvard
Lexington
Littleton
Lunenberg
Northbridge
Pepperell
Stow
Sudbury
Westford
State Recommended

Permit 
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Registered/Licensed Driller

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X

(Plot) Plan Showing Well Location
X
X


X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

Plan Drawn to Scale by Registered   Surveyor or Engineer, Registered Sanitarian, etc.


X







X

X



X

Description of Possible Sources of Contamination within 400 feet 


X



X

X

X
X
X


X


X

Description and location of prior and current land uses within 200’ of proposed location which represent potential source of contamination  



X

X

X
X
X
X
X





X

Proof of abutter notification


X











X
X

Pump Test
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Well Driller’s Completion Report


X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Water Quality Analysis (See Table 1)
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Approval of WQ results explicitly required before well used 


X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

Deed Restriction/Notification









X





X



Repeated Sampling Over Time
X


X


X

X




X


X

X

X


X

Certificate of Compliance  


X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X




Permit Fee
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

� Lexington:  “The Board of Health reserves the right to ban any well that may contaminate a water supply.”


� for new well construction


� State specifies within 200 feet.  Harvard, Littleton, Lunenberg, and Stow specified “agricultural fields, animal feed lots, beauty salon, dry cleaner, funeral home, furniture stripper/refinisher, gasoline/service stations, fuel depot, automotive junk yard, railroad line or yard, etc.”  Stow also included:  active or closed landfills, painting, wood preserving or furniture stripping establishments, car wash establishments, automotive service and repair shops, truck and bus terminals, underground storage tanks, metal plating, finishing, polishing or etching establishments, and “any known spills of hazardous substances or materials as defined in federal, state or local laws, bylaws or regulations…”





� Groton:  Reg. 3.4 specifies 200 feet, and reg. 5.1 specifies 400 feet.  


� “any waste disposal sites within 1000 feet”


�  Harvard, Littleton and Lunenberg:  No distance specified.  “Description of the prior/current land use in the vicinity of the proposed well location (i.e. agricultural, industrial, etc.)”


� “The Board may require additional information pertaining to the location of waste sites, underground storage tanks, agricultural land uses, and/or utility rights-of-way that are within 500-1000 feet of the well site.”





� Report content includes:  owner name and address, size, depth, and construction of well, well location, pump test data, drilling log, driller’s name and registration #.


�  Harvard, Littleton, and Lunenberg:  Approval must be in writing.  Also:  “When the results indicate a potential health hazard (i.e. possible gasoline contamination) Nashoba [health agent] may at its discretion disapprove the well for use as a water supply.”  


Burlington, Northbridge, and Stow:  Written approval=issuance of a “Water Supply Certificate”, (State recommendation).  .Also, in Stow: :  “When the results indicate a potential health hazard (e.g.. possible gasoline contamination) the Board may, at its discretion, disapprove the well for use as a water supply.”  and  “In the event the Board determines that a well constitutes a health hazard, such well shall be immediately removed from service.  Further this well shall be brought into compliance…before returning to service or the well shall be destroyed.”





� Lunenberg:  Deed notification required if well has unacceptable levels of arsenic or lead; WQ retesting not required with transfer of ownership, but mandatory disclosure wording cannot be altered, and includes:  “Periodic water quality testing is highly recommended.” 


� Westford:  When unacceptable levels of a water quality parameter are found the deed “shall contain a Restriction or Covenant that will serve to inform future owners of the untreated levels and the need for treatment equipment and maintenance of that treatment equipment.”





� Acton requires annual coliform testing; and testing of other named parameters “once every three years (for all installations)”.


�  Burlington: “the Board may choose to require or recommend that the applicant have the water tested periodically.”  Also “The Board reserves the right to require retesting of the above parameters, or testing of additional parameters when, in the opinion of the Board, it is necessary due to local conditions or for the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare.”


� Charlton:  Same policy as Burlington.  (see footnote above).


� “Any establishment in the Town of Groton which is in possession of a permit to operate granted by the Groton Board of Health, must test the water from a private well at least annually” – no provisions for retesting of residential wells.


� Lunenberg (See above) Deed notification (for unacceptable levels of arsenic or lead) states: “Periodic water quality testing is highly recommended.”


�  Periodic water sampling is listed under “Suggestions” in Pepperell’s “Private Drinking Wells” brochure


� Stow:  “The Board recommends that testing for coliform, nitrites, nitrates and lead be conducted annually and that testing for all other compounds be done every ten years or sooner if there are compelling reasons (e.g. toxic spills or underground tank leaks.)”


�  Sudbury:  “The Board of Health…may require the builder or agent of the premises to provide a chart placed at a suitable location in the dwelling showing the location on the lot of the well, septic tank, distribution box and disposal system.  The chart shall also contain the following statement:  “Wells should be tested annually. ” Additional brief instructions as to inspections and maintenance of the well may be included.”





�  Burlington, Charlton, and Northbridge issue “Water Supply Certificates”.  Stow also issues a “Private Well Certificate”
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