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Data should be verified with individual Town Boards of Health, as changes may have occurred since this review was drafted.


Table 3.  Comparison of Setback Requirements for Private Wells

Setback From

 (in Feet)
Acton
Boxborough
Burlington
Carlisle
Charlton
Groton
Harvard
Lexington
Littleton
Lunenberg
Northbridge
Pepperell
Stow
Sudbury
Westford
State Recommended

Leaching Facility
100
100
100

100
100
100


150
100
100
100
100
150
100/150



100
100

Leaching facility <2 mpi






125

150








Cesspool




100
100
100

100
100
100
100
100




Distribution Box







75









Septic Tank


50

50
50
50
75
50
50
50
50
100

100


Sewer Line



10/50

50
50
50
50
50
50
10/50
20
50




Property Line

10
10
25
10
50
25

50
50
10
20
25

50
10

Public or private way or common drive easement
25


35 
25
25
25
75
25
25
50
50
25
20
25
75


25

Active or closed landfill

400





400
400

400
400
1000


400




Hazardous Waste Spill Site

400



400
400

400
400


400




Any type of surface water


25

25/

100

100
50

100



100




Storm drains










25

25




Dwelling unit, incl. overhang












25




Building/Structure


5

20





20
20





Driveway




10


25


25
20





Right of way




10


50


15






Stable/manure storage










100






Underground storage tank










200

200




Wetland










50
50


25


Irrigation Well






50










Subsurface drains







25









� Sudbury:  150 feet if perc rate < 3mpi.  Other setbacks according to Title 5 except “All distances shall be increased where required by conditions peculiar to a location or by other Town Regulations or By-Laws.”


� Burlington and Northbridge setback = “10 feet from building sewer constructed of durable corrosion resistant material with watertight joints, or 50 feet from…any other type.”


� Setback from street only


� From center of road


� 1000 foot setback from any Waste Disposal Site/Landfill


� 25 feet for drilled well, 100 feet for dug well
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