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President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

It is with both great concern and great hope that I write to urge you to secure a strong and ambitious global climate change treaty at the December 2009 U.N. Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen. I believe that the next treaty should name 350 parts per million (ppm) of atmospheric CO2 as one of its primary goals.

Earlier, higher CO2 targets identified by some climate scientists (which did consider some faster-acting feedback loops) did not account for the slower, but powerful, feedback loops (due to ice sheet disintegration, CO2 releases from melting tundra and from soils and ocean sediments, and vegetation migration, for example) that also cause temperatures to rise. The latest climate science makes clear that the safe upper limit on CO2 levels is likely near 350 ppm.

As a human being, citizen, parent, taxpayer, and businessperson, I am worried about the trajectory along which our country and our planet are speeding. We must change the way we operate. We must institute aggressive energy conservation measures across every sector. We must shift to non-CO2-polluting, renewable energy sources as quickly as we can. We ought to be creating smart, regionalized energy generation and distribution wherever possible. And perhaps most important, we need to institute a global cap-and-trade and/or carbon tax system — both to reduce CO2 emissions and to spur the private-sector innovation that can provide the synergy and market viability that these shifts to non-fossil-fuel energy sources will require.

I know that these achievements are a tall order that will require: extraordinary leadership by you and other elected and appointed officials; serious political will from the public; unprecedented cooperation among global partners; and generosity of spirit and treasury on the part of the most developed nations. I really want you to aim for all of this.

With current atmospheric CO2 levels near 387 ppm and rising by 2 ppm each year, we are at a tipping point that may result in large rises in temperature and sea level, and world-altering impacts subsequent to those. We have zero time to waste and cannot afford to take our eyes off this ball. I urge you, in the strongest possible terms, to make 350 ppm the centerpiece of both domestic policy and international climate negotiations. 

Thank you for your past and future leadership on tackling the single most important issue we face.

Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME]

